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[bookmark: _heading=h.7thc12qdx8yi]Religious Institution Message
As Congregational Prioress, I give full support of Laudato Si’ and the Laudato Si’ Plan that follows. As a Congregation of women religious, we have been intentional about our efforts in caring for all of creation.  Our 2022 Congregational Direction Statement stated: “Because all life is interconnected, we commit to nonviolence, inclusive justice and integral ecology.” 
In 2024, we posted our Commitment Statement on the Laudato Si’ Action Platform. 
Pope Francis reminded us that “the urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development.” (LS 13)
In addition, Pope Francis says, “We are faced not with two separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both social and environmental. Strategies for a solution demand an integrated approach to combating poverty, restoring dignity to the excluded, and at the same time protecting nature.” (LS 13). 

With the support of our Justice Promoters and Congregational Laudato Si’ Action Committee, we are initiating a pastoral process for our local communities and ministry sites in the USA and Mexico.  Our ministerial outreach focuses on the young, the poor and the vulnerable through evangelizing, educating and promoting peace and justice. We are encouraging our partners in mission to enroll in the Laudato Si ’ Action Platform.   

We are committed to growing in understanding how to live an integral ecology and to practices that witness to our care for our common home.  The two major areas we are focusing our education and attention on at this time are reducing single-use plastic and  supporting a well project in Nigeria.

                                                                     Sister Celeste Marie Botello, OP
                                                                     Congregational Prioress
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[bookmark: _heading=h.xqnxyy9eyjcs]Integral Ecology, Laudato Si, and 
the Mission We Share
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We embody a spirituality where Contemplation, Truth, and Right Relationship shape our lives and mission. 
1. To Praise, to Bless, and to Preach is the Dominican Motto. 
· Praising becomes a recognition of creation as sacrament—revealing God’s presence. 
· Blessing becomes a commitment to protect life, especially where it is fragile. 
· Preaching becomes proclaiming the interconnectedness of all life and the moral urgency of care for our common home. 

2. “Right Relationship” as the Core of Integral Ecology 
· restorative practices 
· solidarity with the young, the poor, and the vulnerable 
· healing within, among, and beyond ourselves 
· nonviolence, inclusive justice, and integral ecology 

Our commitment to right relationship mirrors Pope Francis’ insistence that ecological conversion is first a relational conversion—with God, with others, with the earth, and with oneself. 
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The seven Laudato Si’ Goals (LSGs) align naturally with our Congregational commitments and are a deepening of who we are striving to become.
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How Our Laudato Si Goals 
Serve the Mission of the Local Church

The local Church is called to be: 
· a field hospital 
· a community of mercy 
· a prophetic voice for justice 
· a sign of hope in a wounded world 

Our Congregation strengthens this mission in four essential ways: 
A. We embody ecological conversion as a spiritual path. 
Our life commitment witnesses that care for creation is not activism alone—it is discipleship. 
B. We accompany those most harmed by ecological and social injustice. 
Our solidarity with the young, the poor, and the vulnerable places us at the center of the Church’s pastoral priorities. 
C. We help the local Church integrate justice, ecology, and spirituality. 
Our Dominican lens brings clarity: truth, contemplation, and a commitment to right relationship which are the foundations of ecological renewal. 

D. We widen the Church’s heart 
Our commitment to healing relationships—within, among, and beyond—helps the local Church become a more restorative, inclusive, and compassionate community. 
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 When our Congregation commits to integral ecology, we are not simply  “doing Laudato Si’.” 

We are: 
· living our Dominican identity 
· responding to the cries of the earth and the poor 
· strengthening the mission of the local Church 
· witnessing to the Gospel in a wounded world 
· widening our hearts so that all creation finds room within them 

This is the kind of witness Pope Francis hoped for—communities whose lives preach the truth that all life is interconnected, and that healing the world begins with healing our relationships. 
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General actions reported and supported 
by local communities
   Reuse. Reduce. Recycle.

1.  Responding to the cry of the earth
· Compost
· Conserve water, utility use and other resources
· Use laundry at low off-peak rates
· Take fewer, shorter showers
· Install appliances that use less electricity
· Limit the use of copy paper and one-sided printed pages whenever possible
· Cut back on the use of plastic
· Avoid single-use plastic and plastic bottled water
· Promote trees/gardens/gardening
· Plant/support the planting of trees
· Plant native/drought-resistant plants that help reduce water use
· Plant herbs for medicinal purposes
· Reduce meat consumption (plan 1-2 plant-based meals a week)
· Reduce the use of gasoline by limiting road travel
· Use electronic vehicles or hybrids as often as possible
· Combine errands to reduce driving
· Use less aluminum foil
· Consider solar panel installation
· Use biodegradable containers when possible
·  Use plastic/chemical-free laundry products
· Reduce travel through the use of more Zoom meetings

PREACHING OF OUR MOTHERHOUSE
Beehives – Wildlife pollinators. Selective breeding of queen bees with hygienic behaviors that can resist bee mites.
Animals and birds – Coyotes, deer, foxes, bobcats, and ground squirrels, and herons
Wells - Water from wells fed by natural springs on our Motherhouse grounds for use in irrigating landscaping and gardens.
Urban Forest – Work toward creation of a self-sustaining biodiverse forest on a small plot of our Motherhouse property
Solar Energy – Moves the well water as well as provides energy for our Motherhouse buildings. 
Trees – Key to the turn around of global warming. We have two 200 olive, 20 pepper as well as a variety of fruit and nut trees
Green Compost –Trees, leaves, plants, branches, wood chips are gathered and watered resulting in rich black soil used instead of fertilizer on our gardens
Community Garden – Wider community grows food on 35 plots and 2,000 pounds of food are donated annually to St. Vincent de Paul
Native plants – landscaping replaced with drought resistant native species.

CARE OF CREATION AT MARYWOOD
Conservation Easement – protects the land from real estate development and protects it as a special ecological habit
Billion Tree Project – over 100 sapling seeds have been released on the land so far
Christmas Tree Planting  –  rather than recycling or using plastic trees, potted Christmas trees are planted in a place they can continue to thrive
Spring Water - Water from natural spring is used in both house
Solar Energy – Provides energy for one of our houses on the property. 
Wildlife Crossing – an underground built under highway 17 provides a way for wild animals to cross safely
Green Compost –Trees, leaves, plants, branches, wood chips are gathered and watered resulting in rich black soil used instead of fertilizer on our gardens
Meadows – conservation of native meadows and grasslands and the animals and birds that inhabit them
Redwoods – conservation of native redwoods with professional forestry and fire protection services

COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Decrease water usage and be more mindful of the off-peak times for usage
· Consider water used for irrigation and how it is used on our land, leaking pipes, etc. 
· Consider solar electricity for the well at Provincial house
· Avoid buying plastic personally, reuse and give away excess. 
· Avoid plastic decorations in community celebrations
· Use public transport and carpool


2.  Responding to the cry of the poor:
· Donate services/items for the poor, homeless, marginalized, earth/creation causes (i.e. under-used clothing, food, monetary contributions)
·  Active listening and sharing food with the poor when they knock at our door or solicit our support
· In solidarity, do not waste food
·  Pray for those who are caught in poverty
·  Share resources and wisdom
· Support local, national, and international justice advocacy efforts (i.e. put pressure on corporations to reduce carbon emissions; sign petitions in support of societal change)
· Volunteer among poor communities (i.e. food banks, humanitarian aid projects, incarcerated youth, PREP, Vision of Hope, Pia program to help develop leadership among the parent community.)
· Advocate for equitable education and healthcare
COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Explore issues related to contamination of water, lack of clean water and/or sanitation
· How will the poor and vulnerable be included in our 150th Anniversary Celebration? 

3.  Ecological Economics:  
· Ensure financial investments are ethical, socially responsible and support corporations/institutions committed to ecological sustainability
· Ensure the dignity of workers by supporting good jobs with livable wages and benefits
· Practice fair and sustainable purchasing (i.e., purchase from local retailers, make a sustainable list, etc.)
· Support passage of laws that benefit workers, renters
· Use your voter rights (i.e., vote responsibly and campaign for care of creation causes)
COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Support passage of just laws for employees and employers as well as renters and owners
· Modify, simplify, right-size many of the ways/manner of how we live—how we do prayer, do celebrations and other Congregational traditions—so that they might better fit and reflect our current reality. 
· Collaborate with other groups involved in water issues regionally: agriculture and business uses >85% of water while <15% is used for households
· Explore how much water is used in cooling for AI data centers and data clouds

4.  Sustainable Lifestyles:  
· Be aware to live more consciously
· Be responsible for one’s health
· Careful use of water and other resources (i.e., rinse dishes in a sink of water rather than using running water)
· Declutter regularly (i.e., living with ‘enough is plenty’)
· Plan non-meat/plant-based meals at least once or twice a week
· Practice a simpler lifestyle by purchasing only what you need
· Shop locally; buy locally grown organic foods
· 
COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Recognize the importance of looking at why we choose to do certain acts and that it is a cause of transformation
· Integral ecology is part of our daily living
· Annually and formally renew our commitment to the Care of Creation
· Vow of consecrated poverty and commitment to a communal lifestyle
· Keep evaluating, updating and deepening awareness of plastic reduction
· Designate a month in the year and a process to review hopes, next steps as individuals and communities for action plan for that year.

5.  Ecological Education
· Educate at every opportunity about the environment, preservation, and
sustainability (i.e., about issues like global warming, interconnectivity of creation, actions to reverse the crisis, ecology awareness, etc.)
· Equitable access to education (i.e., ‘school’ in Chiapas, inner-city education (ICA CR, VOH schools, Las Casas ESL, Five Keys Charter school, etc.)
· Study Laudato Si resources, articles, videos, etc., including Catholic Climate Covenant)
· Study to transform consciousness and habits (i.e., formation in the non-violence of Jesus)
· Teach students of all ages about the importance of planting trees, vegetables, and the general care of creation
· Work with parishes, schools, etc., to study implications of integral ecology/care of all creation
· Engage in structural renewal and rightsize our properties
COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Create a practical clear accurate, well-written, well-researched "curriculum" for recycling
· Learn about the cost of electricity so that all are aware of the cost of not turning lights off, for example
· Urge hospitals and businesses (e.g., Costco) to reduce the use of plastic 
· Write to congress to support research on letting go of plastic 
· Educate our Partners in Mission by sharing our document
· Lobby against use of plastic packaging for fresh fruits and vegetables

6.  Ecological Spirituality
· Community reflection on Laudato Si themes
· Offer prayer for the care of creation, justice, and immigration (i.e. praying in nature, using votive liturgies, celebrate Season of Creation
· Recognition of God in ALL of creation (i.e., sacredness of land, indigenous, young, women)
· Live in harmony with the natural world
COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Ecological spirituality is not just sacredness of land but of “air and water.”
· Look at all creation as sacramental  
· In each of the communities, may we strive to care for creation and be a sign of hope in this world so wounded
· Caring for whole of creation is an act of Gospel mercy and non-violence.

7.  Community Resilience and Empowerment
· Endorse LCWR statements on justice, etc., and ecological causes
· Help improve social systems (i.e., participate in campaigns for care of creation; advocate for social awareness)
· Encourage instructional curricula around care of creation programs
· Prepare for voting at the time of elections and share your learnings with the community.

COMMUNITY RESPONSES AS OF JUNE 1, 2026
· Include Restorative Practices that build resilience and empower through healing relationships
· Commitment to non-violence, inclusive justice and integral ecology
· Personal Integrity and Corporate Values Alignment from the Acts of the Chapter
· Communal Healing 
· We seek to model the kind of community the world longs for

[bookmark: _heading=h.t0pttyhxuz7b]Congregational Action Plan for 2025-26

We have been particularly challenged by Pope Francis’ message regarding the urgent need to ensure fresh, clean water for all.
“Fresh drinking water is an issue of primary importance, since it is indispensable for human life and for supporting terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. Fresh water sources are essential for health care, agriculture, and industry. Water supplies were once relatively constant, but in many places demand now exceeds sustainable supply, with dramatic short- and long-term consequences. Large cities dependent on significant water supplies have experienced periods of shortage, and at critical moments these have not always been managed with sufficient oversight and impartiality. Water poverty is especially prevalent in Africa, where large segments of the population lack access to safe drinking water and face frequent droughts that impede agricultural production. Some countries have areas rich in water, while others endure drastic scarcity.” (LS 28)
 
Water
The Congregation will help finance the building of a well in collaboration with the Maryknoll Fathers.  We are committing $10,000 toward this well which is located in Nigeria.
 
Plastic
The Congregation will advocate for State and Global policies to reduce plastic use and educate our partners-in-mission by modeling non-use of plastics at all Congregational gatherings.  We invite our sponsored ministries and other lay partners to join us in this practice.
Each sister and community is asked to set her/its own goal around reducing single-use plastic and review it regularly throughout the year, possibly at monthly community chapters.
All Sisters were invited to share resources and suggestions regarding water and plastics with members of the Laudato Sí Action Platform Committee.






image5.png
|Laudato Si’ Goal

esponse to the Cry of

cological Economics

doption of
ustainable Lifestyles

cological Education

cological Spirituality

ommunity Resilience
Empowerment

Congregational Value

Integral ecology,
nonviolence

Solidarity with the young,
the poor, the vulnerable
Inclusive justice

Healing within, among,
beyond

Preaching, Dominican

truth-seeking

Centered in Christ,
widening the heart

Restorative practices,
communal healing

onnection

aring for creation becomes an act
f Gospel nonviolence.

stry focus is already the
eart of LSAP.

]
conomic justice is part of restoring

ight relationships.

implicity becomes a spiritual and
ommunal practice.

I |
/e teach the interconnectedness of

Il life through word and witness.

rayer becomes a place of
onversion and ecological
ompassion.

/e model the kind of community th
orld longs for.





image1.png




image2.png
DICASTERY FOR PROMOTING

4% INTEGRAL
bﬁg HUMAN
95 &3 DEVELOPMENT




image6.png




image3.png




image4.png




